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Dataview Editing - Basics

Use…

• DV Editor interface
• the five tabs (Fields, Parameters,…Preview)

• DV editor to add languages for dataviews’ 
Titles and Descriptions 

• Name and Hierarchy tabs



Dataview Editing – Basics…

Learn to: 
• copy (backing up) 
• export dataviews / import dataviews
• relate “simple” changes to the CT 
• enable CT use of a dataview (temporarily or permanently) 



Homework?



Dataview Editing – Basics…

• Examine the Source Tables and Fields Panel 
• Explain “friendly” (dataview vs. table) names; using Table 

Mapping vs. Dataviews
• Show dependencies of the lookup tables



Review Quiz

1. Is it possible to update a GG without overlaying the 
curatorial data?



Review Quiz

1. Is it possible to update a GG without overlaying the 
curatorial data?

2. What is the critical step to take before running the 
Updater?



Review Quiz

3. What group must the user be in to have access to the 
Admin Tool?



What is a Dataview?



What is a Dataview?

• A structured query (a stored SQL procedure) 
with some peripheral information

• provides a dynamic view of data in the underlying DataTable



Are Dataviews used by the Public Website?



Are Dataviews used by the Public Website?



Dataview Example: Accession



Dataview example…Friendly Names



What is a Dataview?
Component Description
SQL Query Definitions The SQL statement for each supported database 

engine
SQL Parameter Definitions Passes user-specified values to the SQL queries at run 

time
Field Mappings Associates a dataview field with a specific table and 

column in the database

Language Information Provides language-specific Titles and Descriptions for 
column headings

Flags and Settings Denotes if the dataview is read only, user visible, etc.



AT – Partial dataview Iist



Dataview example…



Dataview example…
CT



Dataview example…
CT

AT



The 5 Tabs in the DV Editor (“Attributes Grid”)



Fields Tab:  …Name Table Field



Fields Tab:  …the 5 Y/N columns

• Required?
• Visible in CT?
• Read Only?
• Primary Key?
• Transform? 



Fields Tab:  …the 5 Y/N columns

• Required?
• Visible in CT? not functional (not used in NPGS)
• Read Only?
• Primary Key? only one!
• Transform? only used by the PW (rare)



Fields Tab:  Fields
indicates the type of, or the source of, the data for each field

• Textboxes
• freeform
• integers only
• decimals only

• Checkbox
• Date/Time 
• Lookup Picker
• Drop Down



Lookup Picker Example (in CT)



Lookup Picker (AT)



Drop Down Example (in CT)



Drop Down (AT)



Drop Down Source is always a Code Group

Curator Tool Accessions Dataview

AT Accessions Dataview

Code Groups discussed in session 4



Fields:    Languages

Languages discussed in session 4



Parameters Tab



Parameters Tab

Parameters are 
values that must 
be specified at 
run time

Example:   
:accession_ID



Parameters Tab



Properties Tab
primarily for 
designating 
Category  and 
the Database 
Area



CT – User loading a DV 



I need to edit some data in the CT but the 
dataview doesn’t display…



What Determines if a dataview is 
Visible in the CT?



What Determines if a DV is Visible in the CT?

• See Help Link in DV Editor for additional rules



Adding a Language:
Example of Changing the Category 

Example:

get_sys_language



DV Categories
See Help Link in DV Editor for additional rules



Transform Output

Rarely used. One example: 
web_search_observation dataview 



Titles Tab

• a title and a description 
can be given to each 
dataview for each 
language

• if you duplicate a 
dataview – for testing or 
to have a slightly 
different dataview, use 
unique titles



Name & Hierarchy Tabs

• Name
lists dataviews in 
alphabetical order; 

scroll over the fieldname –
displays friendly name –
other field attributes; 
red icons indicate required 
fields



Name & Hierarchy Tabs
Hierarchy
• shows the parent-

child relationships 
between tables

• useful for finding the 
unique key



GG Rule #1



GG Admin Tool Rule #1

• When unsure, right-click!



Dataview menu: Export…
One or… many… or…

Ctrl +/or Shift..



Dataview menu: Export…
Folder or All



Deleting Dataviews



Getting a List of Dataviews



Export ALL dataviews … twice! 

• Before using Updater to update your database

• Immediately after updating your database



Importing Dataviews



Importing Dataviews



Consider Renaming when Importing

• Use F2 to rename a dataview to protect the original
(when appropriate)



Include language-specific…  yes!



Friendly Names – 2 Types
table/field level   &   dataview/field level



Database Field Names

screen from SSMS



DB Table Field friendly names

screen from CT



Friendly Names – 2 Types

• table/field level   &   dataview/field level

• With new dataviews, the table/field friendly name is the default friendly 
name 

accession_number_part1 = Accession Prefix



Friendly Names – 2 Types

• table/field level   &   dataview/field level

• With new dataviews, the table/field friendly name is the default friendly 
name 

accession_number_part1 = Accession Prefix

• Select “Include language-specific field names” checkbox to pull in the 
“friendly” names 

• Selecting “Use as defaults in table mappings” checkbox will write the 
table-level “friendly” name for each field 



Copying Dataviews

Duplicate !



Show Dependencies…

How do you determine where Lookup Tables are used?



Show Dependencies…

How do you determine where Lookup Tables are used?



Show Dependencies…



Questions?



Marty Reisinger

• mar@rrginc.com
• 410 790 8649
• Skype: live:mar_3510

mailto:mar@rrginc.com

	Slide Number 1
	Dataview Editing - Basics
	Dataview Editing – Basics…
	Homework?
	Dataview Editing – Basics…
	Review Quiz
	Review Quiz
	Review Quiz
	What is a Dataview?
	What is a Dataview?
	Are Dataviews used by the Public Website?
	Are Dataviews used by the Public Website?
	Dataview Example: Accession
	Dataview example…Friendly Names
	What is a Dataview?
	AT – Partial dataview Iist
	Dataview example…
	Dataview example…
	Dataview example…
	The 5 Tabs in the DV Editor (“Attributes Grid”)
	Fields Tab:  …Name Table Field
	Fields Tab:  …the 5 Y/N columns
	Fields Tab:  …the 5 Y/N columns
	Fields Tab:  Fields
	Lookup Picker Example (in CT)
	Lookup Picker (AT)�
	Drop Down Example (in CT)
	Drop Down (AT)�
	Drop Down Source is always a Code Group
	Fields:    Languages
	Parameters Tab
	Parameters Tab
	Parameters Tab
	Properties Tab
	CT – User loading a DV 
	I need to edit some data in the CT but the dataview doesn’t display…
	What Determines if a dataview is �Visible in the CT?
	What Determines if a DV is Visible in the CT?
	Adding a Language:�Example of Changing the Category 
	DV Categories
	Transform Output
	Titles Tab
	Name & Hierarchy Tabs
	Name & Hierarchy Tabs
	GG Rule #1
	GG Admin Tool Rule #1
	Dataview menu: Export…
	Dataview menu: Export…
	Deleting Dataviews
	Getting a List of Dataviews
	Export ALL dataviews … twice! 
	Importing Dataviews
	Importing Dataviews
	Consider Renaming when Importing
	Include language-specific…  yes!
	Friendly Names – 2 Types
	Database Field Names
	DB Table Field friendly names
	Friendly Names – 2 Types
	Friendly Names – 2 Types
	Copying Dataviews
	Show Dependencies…
	Show Dependencies…
	Show Dependencies…
	Questions?
	Marty Reisinger

