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GG Components
Genebank staff use:

• Curator Tool

• Search Tool

• Public Website

GG administrators 
also use:

• Admin Tool
• Updater



GG Components
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CT Interface

Your 
lists &
queries

Genebank data



Dataviews



Accessions
• accession records should be created immediately –

initially, only a few fields are necessary

• an accession’s passport data is stored in multiple tables

• the Accession Wizard facilitates data entry

• one required field is the accession’s Taxon - users select 
the taxon from a list of accepted species names



3 ways to add / edit accessions

• one at a time – in the Accession dataview

• one at a time – via the Accession Wizard 
– Recommended

• many at a time – dragging data via a 
spreadsheet into the Accession dataview



Updating GG 
data via 
spreadsheets

column headings’ spelling 
must match 



Updating GG data via 
spreadsheets

• Column order does not matter

• Not all columns are needed 



Updating GG Data
via spreadsheets

• Always include the ID column heading – but, when…
o adding new records:  

the spreadsheet ID cells are empty
o updating existing records: 

the ID fields must match existing records’ IDs



Demo



Searching



Searching (Public Website)



Search Tool

Query-by-
example



Searching / Dynamic Folders
To create a dynamic folder



Searching (Public Website)



Demo



Inventory
• Physical germplasm for each accession is considered 

the “inventory” 

• Typically, an accession will have multiple lots –
different generations, form types (plants, seeds…)

• Each physical lot should have its own corresponding 
inventory record



System Inventory Records
• When creating a new accession record, a default 

inventory record is also created

• “System” inventory records should not be edited

• They do not represent physical inventory





Inventory Maintenance Policy 
(IMP)
• Think of an IMP as a template – it fills in some fields in a new

inventory record

• Before creating an inventory record, you must have a relevant 
IMP record

• If you change the policy later, the data in the existing 
inventory records does not change (other than owner)

• The owner of the IMP record is always 
the owner of the inventory record 



Visibility and Availability Fields
Table / Field 
Name

Field type Impact / Effect 

Acc. / 
Is Web 
Visible?

Y / N Public Website (PW) will display (or not), the accession on the Public 
Website

Acc. /
Status

Coded (Active, 
Inactive, Backup…)

If the Status Code is neither equal to ACTIVE or INACTIVE, the accession 
will not be listed in any search results.  INACTIVE usually indicates this is a 
historic record – data exists, but no physical germplasm

Inv. /

Availability 
Status

Coded (Low, 
Available, Not 
Available, Dead…)

the value does not determine the availability on the PW. Can be confusing, 
because some genebanks use “Available” and “Not Available” as possible 
values.  Serves more as documentation to the internal genebank staff.

Inv. /

Is Default?

Y / N Would be better titled as “Is Distributable?” 
For the inventory to be distributed, this field must be “Y”  

Inv. /

Is Available?

Y / N For the inventory to be distributed, this field must be “Y”  



Inventory Demo



Requests 
(Public 
Website)



Requests

• Two request tables:
– Web Order Request (WOR)   

PW requestors initiate
– Standard Order Request

genebank staff manage using the Order Wizard

• Emails are sent to the sites where the 
accessions are maintained



Processing Requests



Order Wizard

• Processes incoming WORs  & 
generates the germplasm orders

• Invokes the Cooperator Wizard to ensure the 
web cooperator has standard cooperator 
records



Cooperators

Two types of cooperator 
records exist in GG:  

– “web” cooperators –
self enroll on the PW

– “standard” 
cooperators – can be 
individuals or 
organizations



Cooperator Wizard



Cooperator Records Joined



Sites
In GG, genebanks establish Sites for various reasons

• physical locations 
Ex:  USDA: “COR”  - Corvallis, OR; “W6” Pullman, WA…  

• special purposes: 
Svalbard used as the backup storage location



Sites & Cooperators

• In GG, every CT user is assigned to a site



Accessions at a site



Requests Demo



Observations

Crop

• Crops  are 
defined

Traits are defined 
for each crop

• If  trait is a 
coded trait, the 
codes must 
also be defined

Observation

• Inventory is 
evaluated; 

observations 
are recorded



Observations



Observations Demo



Attachments
• Any file type can be considered an attachment

• GG has 10 attachment tables

• Attachment Wizard (recently upgraded)

• Web Requestors can add attachments via the PW; 
genebank staff process these via the Order 
Wizard



Attachment Wizard



Actions
• GRIN-Global has 3 Action tables

– Accession
– Inventory
– Order Requests

• Actions are genebank specific 
– Coded values
– The genebank’s GG IT mgr. can add / modify the 

codes



A Request Order’s Actions



Actions (Searching)



Customization (Codes)



Customization (Dataviews)



Customization (Reports)



Public 
Website 
Reports

• External (the public)
• Internal (genebank staff only)



Customization (Wizards)

Some are bundled with the CT, 

…but others may be added at will…



Community 
Wizards

• https://gitlab.com/GRIN-Global/Wizards

(also see: https://gitlab.com/GRIN-Global)

• Easy-SMTA  | GG-Genesys | GLIS-DOI |  
Print…

https://gitlab.com/GRIN-Global/Wizards
https://gitlab.com/GRIN-Global


Taxonomy
• GG Taxonomy focuses on economically important 

plants 

• Data actively maintained by USDA taxonomists

• Recommended: use the GRIN Taxonomy



Taxonomy



Required

• When registering 
accessions, Taxon 
is required

- user selects the 
taxon from a list 
of accepted 
species names
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